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Virginia Area

Autism Outreach, Inc. (AOI) is a small, but expanding company serving children on the autism spectrum and their families.  AOI utilizes an Applied Behavioral Analysis (ABA) approach to intervention with an emphasis on Verbal Behavior (VB), Fluency Instruction (FT) and Discrete Trial Teaching (DTT).  In addition to ABA we also use Natural Environment Teaching and Incidental Teaching.

Because the current research shows that ABA is most effective when done for 30 to 40 hours per week in the preschool child’s home, help from outside the family is generally necessary to fully implement a program. An intern with AOI will work one-on-one with a child in their home.  Interns will perform ABA programs, using all/most areas of ABA (VB, FT & DTT).  Interns will be trained to identify behaviors, take data, prompt, reinforce and extinguish behaviors. Supervision and training will be ongoing with a BCABA or BCBA most with over 10 years of experience with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) and ABA.  Interns will also have periodic written evaluations covering all aspects of the job from work ethic to procedures.  Intern wills earn a stipend, gain a solid understanding of ABA, learn how to work professionally within a family environment and experience the joy of watching a young child learn.  There is also opportunity for interns to explore a career in ABA by working their way up the ranks of AOI paired with continuous training opportunities.

Correspondence/Mailing Address:

Michelle Hurst

Autism Outreach, Inc.

701 Emerald Hill Drive

Leesburg, VA 20176

O- 703-689-0019

F- 703-689-0039

www.AutismOutreach.com 

MichelleHurstAO@aol.com
Office Address: (by appointment only)
Michelle Hurst

Autism Outreach, Inc.

11337 Sunset Hills Road

Reston, VA 20190

O- 703-689-0019

F- 703-689-0039

www.AutismOutreach.com
MichelleHurstAO@aol.com
Faculty:

Dr. Miriam Liss

540-654-1552

mliss@umw.edu
Prerequisites:

· 12 hours of psychology beyond 100

· Psychology 320 – Exceptional Children and Youth, or
Psychology 353 – Learning and Motivation, or
Psychology 381 Applied Behavioral Analysis

· An interest in working and playing with children with autism

· Transportation to the children’s homes

Duties:
· Initial and continual training covering:

· The history of behavioral therapy for autism

· The different areas of ABA

· Current research

· The basic elements of therapy

· Data collection

· Prompting

· How to work professionally within the home environment

· Provide one-to-one services 

· Maintain data collection as directed by the program supervison

· Attend all team meetings, as well as additional supervision with the program supervisor

· Attend faculty supervision meetings

· Observe other children’s programs as arranged by the program supervisor

Credit and Assessment:

· Credit: 3 hours weekly per credit hour based on the number of hours worked up to six credits
· Grade: Based on weekly supervision, agency evaluation, weekly reflective journal and formal paper examining research on some aspect of ABA or children with autism[image: image2.png]



